USPTOJEOPROVIDE ELECTRONIC ACCESS TO CITED U.S. 

PAT^X< : FR£^E^CES with office actions and cease 

SUPPLYING PAPER COPIES 



in cnnnrflfits 21 sl CefSurv Strategic Plan goal of increased patent e-Government. beginning in 
1 ?W04%^^ics Patent and Trademark Office (Office or USPTO) will begin the phase- 
in of its E-Patent Reference program and hence will: (1 ) provide downloading capability o the 
U S oatents and U.S. patent application publications cited in Office actions via the E-Paient 
Reference feature of the Office's Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system: and (2, 
cease mailing paper copies of U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publicat.ons with 
Office actions (in applications and during reexamination proceedings) except for citations made 
during the international stage of an international application under the Patent Cooperation Treat> 
(PCT) In order to use the new E-Patent Reference feature applicants must: ( 1 ) obtain a digital 
certificate and software from the Office; (2) obtain a customer number trom the Ottice; and p 
properly associate patent applications with the customer number. Alternatively, copies of all U.S. 
patents and patent application publications can be accessed without a dig.tal certificate from the 
USPTO web site from the USPTO Office of Public Records, and from commercial sources. The 
Office will continue the practice of supplying paper copies of foreign patent documents and non- 
patent literature with Office actions. Paper copies of cited references will continue to be prodded 
by the USPTO for international applications during the international stage. 


Schedule 


June 2004 TCs 1 600, 1 700, 2800 and 2900 

July 2004 TCs 3600 and 3700 

August 2004 TCs 2100 and 2600 

All U S patents and U.S. patent application publications are available on the USPTO web site. 
However, a simple system for downloading the rited U.S. patents and patent application 
publications has been established for applicants, called the E-Patent Reference system. As E-Patent 
Reference and Private PAIR require participating applicants to have a customer number, retrieval 
software and a digital certificate, all applicants are strongly encouraged to contact the Patent 
Electronic Business Center to acquire these items. To be ready to use this system by June 1 2004. 
SntaX Patent EBC as soon as possible by phone at 866-217-9197 (toll-free), 703-305-3028 or 
703-308-6845 or electronically via the Internet at ebc(S),uspto.gov. 

Other Options 

The E-Patent Reference function requires the applicant to use the secure Private PAIR system, 
which establishes confidential communications with the applicant. Applicants using this facility 
must receive a digital certificate, as described above. Other options for obtaining patents which do 
not require the digital certificate include the USPTO's free Patents on the Web program 
(http //www.uspto.gov/patft/index.html). The USPTO's Office of Public Records also supplies 
copies of patents for a fee r hn r -// e hi 7 l.u SP to.Pov/oems25p/index .html). Commercial sources also 
provide U.S. patents and patent application publications. 

USPTO web site. 


